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Advertiſement. 


JH E owing Diſcourſe is taken from the 

Author's Notes, and cuntaius ſeveral II- 
luſtrations of the Argument, not delivered 
from the Pulpit. Ie has attempted to an- 
ſwer the Objections againſt the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution, drawn from the imperfet? Pro- 
mulgation of the Goſpel, in a Conſiſtency with 
the Doctrines of Free Grace and Particular 
Election; how far he has ſucceeded, the 
Reader mult judge; and, thi he may have 
failed; bg is perſwaded the Argument is good 
m itſelf, and that we are not yet reduced to 
this Dilemma, either to give up with Calvi- 
niſm, or embrace Deiſm; on the contrary, 
he 1s extremely apprehenſive, that the Condutt 
of certain Writers, in having departed re 
ſome of the peculiar Doctrines of our Holy 
Religion, 7he better, as they think, to ſatiſ= 
{y Adverſaries, that this is one main Cauſe - 
of the Growth of Infidelity of late, — and 


can never think, that leſſening the Neceſlity 


or Uſefulneſs of Chriſtianity, bids fair to 
make Oppoſers the more willing to embrace 
Chriſt :----Ihen we have once yielded, out of 

Com- 
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Complaiſance, or, perhaps, from better Mo- 


tives, that Men may do tolerably well under 
the Conduct of their own Reaſon, and ſball 
indeed arrive at future Felicity, by follow- 
ing the Light of Nature ; but would be much 
happier, if favoured with the Goſpel-Reve- 
lation ; or if, while bleſſed therewith, they 
conformed themſelves to its Dictates.— l hen 
we have made theſe or the like Conceſſions, 
no Wonder than the Deiſt reſt well ſatisfied 
with being happy, —— leaving r aut in 
the full Enjoyment of their better World. 

Doubtleſs, the true Way to defend Chriſti- 
anity, 2s to keep cloſs by the Truth, as it is 
in Jeſus, not looſing a Stone of the Building, 
or moving a Foot from the Foundation, but 


contending earneſtly for the whole Faith once 


delivered to the Saint. Divine Truths are 


ſo linked together,---that, as a Chain, if the 


firſt Link is wreſted out of our Hands, the 
ſecond and third follow of Courſe, till we 
are inſenſibly led to make Shipwreck of the 
Faith altogether. 
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EenxtsSIans, II. 12. 
Having no Hope 


| HE Apoſtle Paul, in this Chapter, fe- 
preſents to the Ephefians, Part of the 
Gentile World, their formerly miſerabte 
State, when ignorant of Jeſus Chriſt, and their 
preſent happy Situation, by the Revelation and 
Grace of this Redeemer z and it is evident, that 
our Text points out their once hopeleſs Condition, 
with reſpect to an after-Life, and future Bleſſed- 
neſs, while they remained Unhelievers under the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation, or rather before their Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity; The Words; taken in this 
laſt Senſe, give Occaſion to obſerve, 

Firſt, That Men, deſtitute of ſupernatural Re- 
velation, have no reaſonable; no certain Ground 
to expect a future State of endleſs Felicity. 

At that Time having*no Hope — at what Time: 
When ye were without Chriſt, being Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael; and Strangers from the Co- 
venants of Promiſe, i. e. when ignotant of the Reve- 
lation which God had made of himſelf in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and no way intereſted in his everlaſting 
Covenant. But, 


— CE ——ů—ͤ — IX 


2 Revelation the only 


2dly. Yowll obſerve from the Text, as it ſtands in 
Connection, That the Goſpel of Chriſt ſupplies this 
Defect of Nature's-Light, by giving all rational 
Aſſurance of a happy Eternity. 

Remember, that at that Time, when Gentiles ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, ye were without Chriſt, having 
no Hope; but now, in Chriſt Teſus, ye who ſometimes 
were afar off, are made nigh by the Blood of Chriſt, 
and ſo are begotten again to the lively Hope of a fu- 
ture Inheritance, by his Goſpel, which brings Life and 
Immortality to Light. | 

Tis propoſed, thro* Divine Aſſiſtance, to con- 
firm theſe two Propoſitions; and then, becauſe 
ſome may probably ask, If Men left to the Dic- 
tates of unaſſiſted Nature, are in ſuch a hopeleſs 
Condition; if Revelation be. ſo neceſſary to their 
Comfort; Why were the Ephefians and other Gen- 
tiles ſo long deprived of it? Why are there ſo ma- 
ny Nations {till without Chriſt ? For Anſwer, at- 
ter taking Notice of what is uſually replied to ſuch 
Queſtions, we ſhall endeavour to prove, 

3diy. That tho' we could not ſatisfyingly ac- 
count for the Divine Conduct in this Matter, yet 
the Goſpel may, neverthelels, be neceſſary and true; 


or, in other Words, That the Want of Univer/ality 


is not a ſufficient Reaſon why it ſhould be rejected 
as falſe and ſpurious. 

The Subject of our Enquiry having employed 
the Learning and Eloqubnce of many Ages, and 
filled up numberleſs Volumes, you cannot expect 
to hear much, if any Thing at all, new; or even 
to hear the Argument treated with greater Advan- 
tage, within the Compals of a few Minutes: But, 


as the Apollle is exciting the Zphe/ians to remem- 
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ber what they knew already from paſt and preſent 
Experience, the moſt infallible Teacher, if we can 
only be ſo happy as to place the Argument in the 
molt proper Light, for reviving upon your Minds 
a grateful Senſe of your diſtinguiſhed Privilege, as 
bleſt with the everlaſting Goſpel, and a feeling 
Perſwaſion of their Miſery who are yet fitting in 
Darkneſs, and in the Region and Shadow of Death, 
we ſhall then have, in ſome Meaſure, anſwered 
what is expected, by laying a ſufficient Foundation 
for the Exhortation of the Day. 
We obſerved, frft, That Men deſtitute of ſu- 
pernatural Revelation, have no reaſonable, no cer. 
zain Ground, to expect a future State of endleſs 
Felicity. 

Remember, that at that Time ye were without 
Chriſt, having no Hope. 

Whoever conſiders that each Work of an AL- 
WISE ALMIGHTY BEING muſt be perfect 
in its Kind, and, at the ſame Time, views his 
own Frame and Make, will ſoon be perſwaded, 
that Man, ſome Time or other, was a glorious 
Creature; formed for Virtue, and deſigned for 
Happineſs : Faculties ſo extended, Powers ſo vigo- 
rous, Paſſions ſo lively, Affections ſo noble and 
ſublime, under due Regulation, are calculate to 
move in ſome high Sphere, and were certainly gi- 
ven for the Enjoyment of God in an endleſs Life, 
and the gloritying him by @ patient Continuance in 
Well-doing. 

Hence Man, in Innocence, might probably 
have entertained the agreeable Proſpect of being 
always bleſſed, while he gave perfect and univer- 
ſal Obedience to the Divine Law; but now * 

tho 
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the Crown 1s fallen from our Heads, by Reaſon 
of Tranſgreſſion, and we have not abode in Ho- 
nour, all Hopes of Happineſs, founded on perfect 
Obedience, muſt for ever ceaſe. 

Our o'er-Fondneſs of the Creature, our too 
languid Love towards God, the ſecret Averſion of 
the carnal Mind to Holineſs, its growing Pleaſure 
in Sin; yea, each irregular Thought, or miſplaced 
Affection, is a ſenſible Proof every one feels that 
Man 1s not the ſame innocent Creature which came 
from the pure Hands of the All-Forming Jehovah, 
but ſome bow alter'd, and now unfit for purſuing 
the great and main End of his Being. 

*Tis a mournful Truth, and granted on all 
Hands, that Mankind have ſinned and come 
ſhort of the Glory of God, F we ſay that we have 
no Sin, we decerve ourſelves, and the {ruth is not in 
45: Therefore, the whole Aſſurance which am, 
the moſt perfect of humane Race, can now have of 
a happy Eternity, muſt ariſe from the Knowledge 
of God's Willingneſs to pardon Iniquity, and to 
receive them again into Favour, This the Deiſt 
himſelf does not deny, but maintains the Suffici- 
ency of unaſſiſted Nature for this Purpoſe ; while, 
on the contrary, we believe with our Apoſtle, that 
when Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, when 
Strangers to the Covenants of Promiſe, we have no 
Hope, being deſtitute of a Light to guide our Fret into 
the Ways of Peace. Witness thoſe unhappy Nati- 
ons who never enjoyed the Light of the glorious 
Goſpel, How great their Ignorance of the Means 
of appealing angry Heaven! What anxious and 
endleſs Sollicitude about the Divine Conduct with 
guilty Sinners! How fearful do they appear, when 

entring 


ſure Hope of Sinners, $ 
entring the unſeen World! How ſhort-liv*d and 
uncertain the Hopes of even the beſt and wiſeſt ! 
What happy Man amongſt them, after the ut- 
moſt Search, could deliver himſelf from the rack- 
ing Fears of Hereafter ? 

An Enquiry into this melancholy and hopeleſs 
State of the Heathen World, would diſcover even 
a Cicero; a Plato, a Seneca, a Socrates, a Plutarch, 
and their other moſt knowivg Philoſophers, ſo far 
from being perſwaded, that an endleſs State of 
Felicity awaits the once guilty, that we ſhould 
find many, if not all of them at the utmoſt Un- 
certainty about a future State at al; ſometimes 
indeed ſeeming to believe the Doctrine of Immor- 
tality, next Moment calling all in Queſtion, ſtill 
fluctuating amidſt Doubts and Fears, every Thing, 
beyond a Grave, to them Darkneſs and Myſtery. 

This can admit of little Diſpute, and it ſeems 
to go far in determining the Queſtion ; for, tho? 
*tis now pretended, that mere Reaſon 1s ſufficient 
to point out the Way of Reconciliation, and of 
Happineſs, albeit the Heathens did not diſcover 
it; yet, if the Light Nature affords, is fo dim, 
that the moſt quick-ſighted Philoſophers found it 
inſufficient, after a Life ſpent in unwearied Search- 
es, and the moſt laborious Study, it muſt have 
been morally impoſſible, as has been often obſer- 
ved, for the great Bulk of Mankind, whoſe A- 
bilities are not equal, nor their Opportunities of 
Enquiry the fame, to have come thus to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth; and we appeal to our Adver- 
ſaries themſelves, if a ample Poſſibility of ſuch a Diſ- 
covery, which, becauſe of the Weakneſs of our 
Faculties, and Circumſtances in a World, is pra- 
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kind were originally deſigned for Happineſs, by 
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ically impoſſible z, we appeal to them, if this can 


in Fact afford more real Comfort to the guilty 


Mind, or be of any greater Advantage, as ſuper- 
ſeding the Neceſſity of farther Light, than if the 
Thing were in itſelf ab/olutely impoſſible. 

A /imple abſtract Power of knowing what we 
never ſhall know, is, to all Purpoſes in Life, no 
better than zeceſſary down-right Ignorance. It is 
likewiſe to be obſerved, That we might juſtly re- 
ject preſent Diſcoveries, as what can't be ſhewn to 
be the mere Product of unaſſiſted Nature, ſeeing 
thoſe who pretend to them, have all along enjoy*d 
the Light of Revelation ; but allowing them this 
Advantage, we ſhall now proceed to examine 
their Plea, for the Sufficiency of Nature's Light. 


The Amount of it, as taught by their greateſt 


Maſters of Reaſon, ſeems to be this, 

Is not God infinitely happy in himſelf, and 
can receive no additional Felicity? What then 
could move him to create a World, but to 
communicate Happineſs to all his Creatures, 
according to their various Natures ? Will he 
be diverted from this gracious Deſign by their 
<*« overt Acts? Will the Common Parent of Man- 
« kind, and the Father of Mercies, make an 
of his poor Children miſerable for their Sins, 
* which don't diſturb his Repole? Can that 
Mercy be infinite and boundleſs, which with- 
holds from any BIX CS ſuch Bleſſings as they 
are capable of receiving? Will a gracious God 
e reject the humble Penitent? Can Cruelty 
„ dwell with Goodneſs itſelf? Thus do they de- 
claim; and, according to them, becauſe Man- 


the 


2 


with him 
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the Author of their Being, he muſt bleſs them, 
even while they refuſe to walk in thoſe Ways 
which he has appointed as Means to that End. 
The ſovereign Lawgiver of Heaven and Earth re- 
nounces the Character of the Common Parent of 
Mankind, if executing the Sanction of a juſt and 
righteous Law; and ceales to be the Father of 
Mercies, when puniſhing ſuch Criminals as at- 
tempt to dethrone him, becauſe they are his Off- 
ipring, and cannot accompliſh their helliſh De- 
ſign; at leaſt, ſhould they think proper to return 
with weeping Eyes, and an afflicted Mind, he 
muſt receive them again into Favour, and make 
them compleatly happy, or Cruelty ſhall dwell 

2 ever; nay, if he does not bleſs eve- 
7y one in the World to come, Where is his in- 
finite Goodnels, his boundleſs Compaſſion ? 

This is the plain Import and Tendency of their 
Reaſoning, and when viewed in this juſt Light, 
how vain and daring docs it appear ?----Fo be 
more particular, let it be obſerved, That the Sin- 
ner's Hope, when Revelation is excluded, muſt 


flow either from the abſtract Notion of infinite 


Mercy, or from the viſible Effects of divine 
Goodnels, or from the Doctrine of Repentance, 
or, /aſtly, from the End of Government, Laws 
and Sanctions.— Theſe are the main Topicks 
whence the Patrons of Deiſm pretend, to infer a- 
ny Thing, with Reſpect to the final Happineſs of 
Mankind in general, or ſuch of them as repent. 
1/2, *Tis obſerved, That Goodnek is an Attri- 
e bute of the Divine Nature, conſequently muſt 
„be znfinite, Infinity being effential to the Per- 
** fections of the Supreme Being; and ſeeing in- 


« finite 
” 


* 
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« finite comprehends ALL, *tis argued, That 
& every Creature muſt be the Object of Goodneſs, 
* and one Time or other as happy as it poſſibly 
« can be.” 

There ſeems nothing neceſſary to ſhew the Fa- 
lacy of this Conclufion, but to obſerve, That, 
ſeeing the Goodneſs of God has been at all Times 
infinite, it would follow, from the above Reaſon- 
ing, that Mankind ſhall not only be happy one 
Time or other; but that they have at all Times, 
and in all Places, enjoyed the moſt exquiſite De- 
light ; thatPain and Miſery never have been, nor 
can be in the World ; the contrary of which e- 
very one feels and Knows :----Nay, it would like- 
wiſe follow, that Angels, Men, and the meaneſt 
Inſet, are preciſely of the ſame Kind and Na- 
ture, equally happy, having the ſame Capacities 
and Opportunities of enjoying Good for it can- 
not be denied, that infinite Power could have 
made them thus equal in every Reſpect : And if 
ſo much as owe Degree of poſlible Pleaſure or 
Good is withheld but ove Moment, from any one 
Creature, it might be asked, upon the foregoing 
Principles, How 1s this conſiſtent with infinite 
Benevolence, which becauſe infinite muſt compre- 
hend all, and ſo at all Times alike deſire the Hap- 
pineſs of all? — Fact, as one ſays in another 
«6 Caſe, contradicts ſuch fond and extravagant 
<< Reaſonings as theſe; and they cannot poſſibly 
* be ſupported, but by carrying Matters {till far- 
« ther, and charging God with Iniquity.“ 

The Truth of the Matter, my Brethren, is this, 
God's Power, his Mercy, and other moral Per- 
fections are infimte, i. e. he is not limited 3 the 

xer- 
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Exerciſe of them by ſuperior Influence or foreign 
Reſtraint; but how far he will exert any of them 
in a given Caſe, Mercy, for Inſtance, cannot be 
inferr'd from its abſtract Nature, without conſide- 
ring the Relation which, in ſuch a Caſe, it bears 
to the other Perfections of the Godhead : There 
is a beautiful Harmony among them; and the one 
only acts in ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Exer- 
ciſe of the whole. | 
Now; God being a Fudge as well as a Father, 
Juſt as well as Merciful —— The Supreme Law- 
giver, whoſe Law to Mankind is enforced with 
proper Sanctions; and Man having tranſgreſſed 
that Law; unleſs it could be proved, that God is 
juſt in juſtifying the Ungodly, and, that the admit- 
ting ſuch Beings into Bleſſedneſs hereafter, ſuffici- 
ently anſwers all the Ends of his Wiſe Government 
in the Univerſal Syſtem ; except this could be pro- 
ved; nothing is done to the Purpoſe, and Men. 
may declaim, as long as they will, upon the Bound- © 
leſs Nature of Divine Pity. and Compaſſion ; they 
may delight themſelves with the Hopes of feeling its 
bleſt Effects; but ſhall never be able to convince 
the unprejudiced, that their Joy has any reaſo- 
nable Foundation, 

So long as we are incapable of knowing the great 
Evi} of Sin, and the Nature of God againſt whom 
it is committed; while we cannot ſay what Me- 
thod Infinite Wiſdom may judge proper to prevent 

his Laws from being deſpis*d, and his Government 
from becoming contemptible; while ignorant what 
numberleſs other Syſtems exiſt beſides our own, and 
don't know their mutual Relations and Dependen- 
cies; or; in one Word, white we can't compre- 

B | hend 
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hend the whole Deſigns of Heaven from firſt to 
laſt; we cannot conclude from the abſtract Na- 
ture of Mercy, that a bleſsful Immortality ſhall be 
the Privilege of Sinners. 
Nor, 24dly. Can this be inferred from the viſible 
Effects of Divine Goodneſs 
The Works of Creation and Providence do in- 
deed proclaim the Eternal Power and Godhead of 
their Author ; and amongſt them we may like- 
wiſe trace the Footiteps of Goodne/s. Our Minds 
are capable of contemplating the ſublimeſt Objects; 
hence refin'd Delight: Our Bodies are curiouſly 
fram'd, and furniſh'd with Variety of Senſes, which, 
as ſo many Avenues, convey Pleaſure to the Soul : 
The Earth provides a thouſand agreeable Things 
for our Comfort : The heavenly Orbs bleſs us with 
their benign Influence — "The Sun ſhines, the 
Rain falls, and we have the regular Return of 
Seed-Time and Harveſt ; and 'tis likewiſe true, 
that God bears long with rebellious Man : But are 
theſe Evidences of Pardoning-Mercy ? Where can 
we read, amongſt them, the Character of Forgive- 
neſs? Or, does it follow, from our being favour'd 
with ſome temporal Bleſſings, that we ſhall inherit 
thoſe which are eternal ? On the contrary, when 
we conſider, that, in the prelent State, all Things 
come alike ro all, that there is one Event to/the 
righteous and to the wicked ; nay, that perhaps the 
worſt of Men enjoy the greateſt Share of Temporal 
Good; We are led naturally to think with the in- 
ſhired Preacher, that Love or Hatred are not to be 
known by all that is before us: And as to the For- 
bearance of God, every one knows, that Forbear- 
ance is by no means Forgiveneſs; and many Reaſons 
might 
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might be aſſigned for ſparing Sinners a While, 
tho* there was no Deſign of making them happy 
in an after-Life, or even ſo much as pardoning 
their Iniquities. 

To proceed. As there are many Inſtances of 
the Goodneſs of God in this our World, we ſee 
Iikewiſe a great deal of Pain and Miſery. To 
what Diſtreſs and Sorrow are we liable, ſo ſoon as 
we begin to breathe ? What Trouble and Vexati- 
on are the conſtant Attendants of Childhood and 
Youth ? How great the Uneafinels of riper Years? 
Is not old Age a Diſcaſe of itſelf, and oft- times un- 
ſupportable by many additional Loads and Preſ- 
ſures? Life, from the Cradle to the Grave, with 
reſpect to many of Mankind, is one Series of Af- 
fictions, continued in an uninterrupted Succeſſion; 
And we may frequently obſerve the Wrath of God 
revealed from Heaven, in an awtul-Manner, againſt 
the Unrighteouſneſs of Man: So that we can ne- 
ver be ſure, from what we ſee in a World where 
there is ſo much Pain and Miſery flowing from Sin, 
that Sin is forgiven, and Sinners ſhall be happy 
hereafter. 

There are ſome that do not carry the Matter 
ſo far as to ſay, that the Light of Nature gives 
Aſſurance of Happineſs to all Sinners; but main- 
tain, that ſuch of them as repent, may be fully 
perſwaded of this Privilege, even without Reve- 
lation: And this leads us, 

2dly, To conſider the Deiſts Plea, taken from 
the Nature of Repentance. 

It muſt be allowed, that Renentince i is not al- 
ways ſufficient to prevent ſuffering. Tem 
* rance and Sobriety ſtrengthen the Conſtituti- 


ce 
on, 
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on, and promote Health: On the other Hand, 
© Intemperance impairs both; and Things may 
«© be carried ſo far, that no After-wiſdom, no 
ö Repentance and Amendment ſhall be able to 
repair the Loſs. Now, ſeeing this flows 


from the natural Order of Things, of which God 


is the Author, why may he not likewiſe be ſup- 
poſed to have ordained, that, when the Mind is 
once debauched thro? a voluntary Courſe of Wic- 
kedneſs, and Men have thus weakened and im- 
paired the Faculties of the Soul, that no After- 
conviction, no future Endeavour, ſhall be ſuffi- 
cient to deliver from the Horrors of Guilt, and 
the Effects of Vice, ſo as to reſtore original Re- 
ctitude.— 

If God permits Sinners, in this Life, to under- 
ly the Miſery they have fooliſhly brought upon 
themſelves, tho* ſenſible of their Folly, and 
heartily concerned for it, how does it appear, 
that Sufferings can't extend beyond the Limits 
of Time, and that rather than the repenting Sin- 
ner ſhould be ove Moment longer miſerable, God 
muſt neceſſarily break thro', for what natural 
Light knows, the ſettled Order and Conſtitution 
of Things. 

On the contrary, the Paſſage to that other 
World being thro' Death, it would rather ap- 


pear, that the Sinner was paſſing from lefler 


to greater ' Sorrows, becauſe Death, in itſelf, is 
plainly enough a penal Evil, and ſtampt with 
many Signatures of Heaven's Diſpleaſure. 

Put the Caſe, that the innocent Inhabitant of 


ſome unknown diſtant World was brought to 


| | Our 
Connybtar againſt Tindal, Edit. 2. Page 127. 
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our Globe, to ſee a Man ſtruggling in the Ago- 
nies of Death, let him be told that this Man 
had ſinned, and afterwards repented, but that, ne- 
vertheleſs, he had been all along ſubject to Miſe- 
ry as the Conſequence of Sin, and was now ſuffer- 
ing on that Account; I believe it would be no 
caſy Matter to perſwade ſuch a Being, that Re- 
pentance is ſufficient to deliver from ſuffering; 
that theſe Pains were now at an End, and thoſe 
Agonies the certain Paſſage to Joy and Felicity. 

In Oppoſition to all this, we are told, * That 
** Repentance conſiſts in deep Sorrow for Sin, 
* Reſolutions to reform, and actual Amendment 
* of Heart and Life: That the true Penitent 
“ mourns for Iniquity, as done againſt the God 
of Mercy; that, out of Love to him, he 
„ forſakes his former evil Courſes, and delights 
in the Ways of Holineſs, that is, becomes juſt 
++ what God would have him to be; How 
can God puniſh, or exclude him from his 
© Preſence?" | | 

However ſpecious this may appear, it ſuppo- 
ſes what is truly impoſſible, that Nature's Light, 
the Strength of our own Reaſon, is ſufficient to 
excite this genuine Sorrow, and that real Return 
to Obedience.--- 

An awakened Sinner naturally trembles at the 
Preſence of an offended God, and flies from him 
thro? Fear of Puniſhment :---In Proportion to this 
Fear, Love will ceaſe, and Hatred, or, at leaſt, 
Averſion encreaſe: Hence it is impoſſible that a 
Sinner ſhould love God, or mourn for Iniquity 

ney | becauſe 


* Several other Things are ſaid, but have ſo little of Ar- 
gument in them as not to require an Anſwer. 
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becauſe offenſive to God, unleſs he had fome 
previous Aſſurance of his Readineſs to forgive; 
to ſuppoſe which, in the preſent Argument, 1s beg- 
ging the Queſtion: And if he could not make the 
firſt Step towards Repentance, ſhall we believe 
that he could perform the whole? A ſmall Ac- 
quaintance with the degenerate State of the Hea- 
then World may convince, that it is far beyond 
the Power of ſinful Mortals, deſtitute of ſuperna- 
tural Light and Aſſiſtance, to become Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, and to reaſon themſelves from the 
Death of Sin into aNewneſs of Life. But admitting, 
that a Man by the Light of Nature, and unaſſiſted 
Reaſon, could arrive at ſuch genuine Repentance 
and Amendment,which, at beſt,is not pretended to 
be free of Imperfections; Would it not be daring 
to ſay, That God behoved, upon this Account, 
to pardon all his former Crimes, however atro- 
cious, and receive him to the heavenly Felicity ?--- 
Preſent Obedience 1s no more than preſent Duty, 
and can never attone for paſt Offences.---- It does 
not indeed appear reaſonable to ſuppoſe, this Man 
placed in the ſame Circumſtances with obſtinate 
Sinners, but perhaps his utmoſt reaſonable Hopes 
behoved to terminate in Annihilation. 


I cannot ſee how a Creature, whom we ſhall} 


ſuppoſe perfectly innocent, having given univerſal 
Obedience to the Law of his Creator, for a certain 


Term of Years, could, upon his Entrance into 


tome inviſible Regions, be abſolutely ſure of 
the Continuance of his Being thro? an Eternity 
of Bleſſedneſs, unleſs it was expreſly revealed 


unto him; becauſe there ſeems no neceſſary Con- 


nection betwixt God's beſtowing Being in one 
| State, 


bed © — — 
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Happineſs, even while we tranſgreſs the Law: He 
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State, and his continuing the ſame Being in ano- 


ther, and that too for ever; neither does it fol- 


low, that the Obedience of the Creature, to which 
God has Right in every given Point of Exiſtence, 
and which carries in it its own Reward; that this 
Obedience intitles, by the very Nature of it, to 
tuture and everlaſting Favour. It then In- 
nocence itſelf could not be abſolutely certain what 
Conſequences may attend ſuch a Change as Death ; 
Vain are the . Pretences of guilty Sinners, whoſe 
Hopes all ariſe from Repentance, which can me- 
rit nothing at God's Hand, nor bring them back 
to their former State of Innocence and Perfecti- 
on. Let us now enquire, 

Ab, What is ſaid for the Neceſſity of pardo- 
ning Sinners upon their Repentance, from the Na- 


ture and End of Government. 


Becauſe God, in governing the World, pre- 
ſcribes only ſuch Laws as tend to the Happineſs of 
his Creatures; and becauſe Sanctions are added for 
the Sake of che Law, and to promote the ſame 
End, ſome late Writers fancy, that none ſhall be 
miſcrable, by the Execution of the annexed Threat- 
ning, but the Obſtinate and Impenitent; for, ac- 
cording to them, if the Threatning is at all in- 
flicted, it can only be to reclaim the Offender, and 
muſt of Conſequence ceaſe, when this is obtained 
by his Repentance. 

True it is, that we may ſay, the Sanctions of 
the Law are deſigned for our Good, as they excite 
to the more caretul Performance of Duty, that is, 
to purſue with greater Eagerneſs our own Peace 
and Quiet; but muſt they neceſſarily tend to our 
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is indeed very ignorant of the Nature of Govern- 
ment, either Human or Divine, who imagines; 
that there is no other Reaſon for inflicting penal 
Sanctions, but the reclaiming Offenders. 

Is not the Terror of others, and the Good of 
the Whole; a more noble End, than the particu 
lar Advantage of an offending Individual ; and 
may not che Common Cauſe make it neceſſary to 
puniſh the Criminal, tho' he ſhould theteby be 
ruined inſtead of being reformed, 

If it be replied, ©* That human Governors are 
* obliged to cut off the Rebellious; and that Re. 
<< pentance 1s oft. times not allowed as ſufficient to 
** acquit them; becauſe otherwiſe Society would 


© run into Confuſion, and we have no other Me- 


<< thods to prevent its total Deſtruction, which 
* can never take Place in the Government of the 
World; becauſe God being All- powerful, and 
- All-knowing, can prevent theſe Diſorders by 
* other Methods. 

We might retort the Argument; by ſhewing, 
That human Lawgivers muſt ſometimes overlook 
Offences, for Reaſons which cannot influence the 
Governor of the World, or deter him from pu- 
niſhing : But let it ſuffice to obſerve, That the al- 
lowing Sinners to ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of 
their Crimes, ſeems, to Trey Light, the moſt 
habile Method to contain others within the Bounds 
of Duty, and the moſt reaſonable Way to prevent, 
even the Divine Government from 
contemptible; and we have already fhewn the 
Abſurdity of pretending, that God will act in this 
or that Manner, becauſe one or other of his Per- 


fections render it naturally poſſible, as in the preſent. 


Inſtance, 
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Inſtance, his Power, and his Knowledge, the 
Whole of his Attributes muſt be taken into the 
Account, and: their mutual Relations conſidered, 
otherwiſe, as before hinted, it would be no diffi- 


cult Matter to prove, from the Nature of infinite 


Power and infinite Goodneſs, that Sin; and its fatal 
Conſequences, Pain, Miſery and Diſtreſs; are 
Things which never had any Exiſtence, nor can 
poſſibly happen. | 

Now, to ſum up the whole Argument; when 
we reflect on the lamentable State of the Heathen 
World, when we ſurvey the Works of Creation 
and Providence, theſe viſible Effects of God's 
Goodneſs ; when we entertain the juſteſt No- 
tions of Mercy, as a Perfection of that God, 
whoſe Attributes are all infinite; when we enquire 
into the Nature of Repentance, and the Ends and 
Deſign of Government; or to expreſs all in 
a few Words, when we conſider the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, particularly the Nature of God 
and Man; and, from their mutual Relation, make 
ſuch Inferences as Reaſon directs, ſtill we can ar- 
rive at no certain Knowledge what Methods 
God will take with the Guilty, tho* conſidered as 
repenting of their Folly, and returning from their 
evil Courſes, there retnains an anxious and endleſs 


- © Solicitude about Futurity, an Uncertainty, whe- 


ther or not God will turn away from his fierce Anger, 
that they periſh not; and after all poſſible Allowan- 
ces, yea, impoſſible Suppoſitions granted, even then; 
they could only hope for ſome Mztigation of the 
Puniſhment; thus dark and feeble is Nature's Light, 
thus certain, that the Epheſians, and the reſt of 
the Gentile World, when <vithout Chriſt; were bil- 
| C out 
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out Hape; and that Men deſtitute of ſupernatural Ro- 
velation, have no reaſonable, no aſſured Ground to ex- 
pert a future State of endleſs Felicity, We proceed 
to ſhew, 

24, That the Goſpel of Chriſt ſupplies this 
Defect of Nature's Light, by giving all rational 
Aſſurance of a happy Eternity. 

A Paſſage to the unſeen World is there opened, 
the Glories of Immortality diſplayed, and the Me- 
thod of the guilty Creatures attaining eternal Life 


clearly pointed out, thro* Faith in the Merits and 


Mediation of an once crucified, and now living 
Redeemer ; that true and lively Faith which puri- 
fies the Heart, worketh by Love, and influences to 
practiſe theſe Things that diſpoſe the Mind for a 
future bleſſed State. Further, the Goſpel contains 
the moſt powerful endearing Motives to Stedfaſine/s 
in our Way Heaven-ward, and every where abounds 
with Promiſes of Divine Aid and Afitance, ſo that 
it wants nothing to inſpire the joyful Hopes of a 
happy Eternity, provided it be attended with /affici- 
ent Proofs of its heavenly Original. 

Now in this Scheme of Redemption, founded 
upon the Death and Satisfaction of Jeſus the Savi- 
our, ſo much of God appears, as ſufficiently re- 
commends it to our Faith and Choice, as the A 
pointment of Heaven for the Recovery of fallen 
Man. —— It ſeems, at firſt View, worthy of the 


eternal Jehovah, and the Contrivance of infinite 


Wiſdom. —— Here all the Divine Attributes ſhine 
with Luſtre, that excel in Glory. — Juſtice is 
fully ſatisfied, Divine Veracity and Faithfulneſs 
manifeſted, and the Holineſs of God moſt con- 
ſpicuous, in not ſparing his own Welbeloved Son, 

when 
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when our Subſtitute, and all this awful Majeſty 
ſweetned with boundleſs Compaſſion, in acquitting 
the Guilty, Sin puniſhed, and yet the Sinner for- 
given; Is not our God excellent in Counſel, and 
wonderful in Working! Mercy and Truth meet to- 
gether, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, and 
thus harmoniouſly conſpire to promote the great, 
the worthy, Deſign of ſaving Souls from Death. 
Here the Prerogatives of the King of Heaven are 
aſſerted, the Rights of his Government /ecured, 
and all his wiſe Adminiſtrations v indicated, on the 
one Hand, from a rigid Severity, which might 
drive offending Criminals to Deſpair ; and on the 
other, from a filly unreaſonable Compaſſion, that 
naturally iſſues in Contempt. No Ground 
given for chargingGod with Cruelty, No Handle 
to deſpiſe his Authority. In fine, While 
Grace reigns unto eternal Life, only thro? Righte- 
ouſnels by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, the Law is thereby 
magnified, and made honourable, and God becomes Juſt» 
as well as merciful, in pardoning the Believer in Feſus. 
- Theſe indeed are but a few of the many 
Characters of Wiſdom and Goodneſs which run thro? 
the whole of this God-hike Work, and yet, from 
rhence, you ſee *tis every Way conſonant to the 
Nature of God and Man, ——-—and exattly adap- 
ted to the miſerable helpleſs Circumſtances of Sin- 
ners. — But beſides theſe internal Evidences, its 
Divine Original, is confirmed by all other poſſible 
Proofs.---- 

It was proclaimed by our Redeemer's Harbin. 
ger, in the moſt proper and ſeaſonable Time, when 
the World by falſe Wiſdom knew not God, and was 
lying in the groſſeſt Ignorance, with Reſpect ta 
| tho 
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the Things of Salvation: It was caught by the 
meek and Holy Feſus, in whom was no Guile, whoſe 
admirable Doctrines, and wiſe Precepts carry in 
them an Air of Heaven, and are evidently well 
calculate to promote the Happineſs of Man, and 
the Gry of the one God: It was confirmed by 
them who heard him, and particularly his A- 
poltles, who, being always with him, had every 
Opportunity of knowing the Certainty of what 
they atteſt, Men whoſe Characters, after the ſtrifZe# 
Scrutiny, appear fair and juſt, Men of good Report, 
and full of the Holy Ghoft, Men nicely ſcrupu- 

lous, who took nothing upon Truſt, and publi- 
ſhed only what they [aw with their Eyes, heard 
With their Ears, and handled with their Hands of 
the Word of Life ; Men who could have no /ni- 
ſerous or « By-ends, to lead them aſide from de- 
claring the Truth ; But, on the contrary, forfeit- 
ed all the Pleaſures and Comforts of a preſent 
Worid, abandoned every temporal Enjoyment, 
ſubmitted to the cruelle# Tortures; nay, did not 
count Life itſelf too dear, while they teſtified the 
Goſpel. of the Grace of God with their dying 
Groans, and ſealed it with their Blood. 

Neither is this all; for God appeared remark- 
ably to have been the Author of this great Sal- 
vation, by raifing. Zeſt from the dead, and receiv- 
ing bim into Glory, and by bearing Witness to his 
Apoſtles with Sigus and Wonders, and divers Mi- 
races : — Great and mervellous were the Works 
which they performed | Miracles were wrought by 
them at 4 Times, and in all Places; not in a Cor- 
ner, but epenly in the Freſence of their moſt dif 

, cerning 
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cerning and inveterate Enemies; and that, in Con- 
fir mation of their excellent Doctrines, Miracles al- 
moſt infinite in Number, and plainly ſtampt with 
the Finger of God, being Signs of Goodnels, Wif- 
dom and Power, far beyond the human Reach... 
In a Word, to the firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity 
was given the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as 
ſpeaking with Tongues, propheſying, and healing all 
Manner of Diſeaſes : Every Nation heard them 
ſpeak in their own Language ; Things to come 
were foretold, the blind made to ſee, the lame to 
walk, the deaf to hear, Lepers were cleanſed, and 
the dead raiſes, and that in an Inſtant, with a 
mere Word or /imple Touch, | 

We have no Ground to think, that theſe Works 
are within the Compaſs of created Power, and 
they are evidently above all the natural or acquired 
Abilities of Men, and ſo muſt have been perfor- 
med by the immediate Hand of God, or thro? the 
Aſſitance of ſome good Beings, under the Influence 
and Direction of God; for whatever Degrees of 
Power or Knowledge, malicious wicked Spirits may 
be ſuppoſed to have, it can never be thought, that 
they would have done ſuch Works in Confirmation 
of a Doctrine ' undoubtedly calculate to make 
Men holy and happy; this were to ſuppoſe Satan di- 
vided again#t himſelf, and the Enemy of Mankind 
their bef and greatef Friend :--And therefore, tho? 
we don't know the utmoſt Extent of the Fower of Na- 
ture ; however MISTAKEN and CRIMINAL Noti - 
ons Men (who deſire to advance the Cauſe of Virtue 
in the Main) may entertain of the Means for pro- 
moting this laudable Deſign ; and tho? *tis poſſible 
they may ule ſome pious Frauds ; -----yet, for : 

8 this, 
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this, ſeeing the Founders of our Holy Religion ſhew 
a conſtant inviolable Regard to Truth, in nothing 
terrified by the moſt exqu/ite Tortures which the 
Wit of their Enemies could invent, or their Power 
and Malice inflict, when their only Deſign ſeems 
to be the promoting true Religion, and their 
whole Labour and Life itſelf is ſpent in glorifying 
the Ever-blefſed God, and advancing the real 


Good of Mankind ;----- and when ſuch Miracles 


are wrought, in Teſtimony of their Pretences to 
a Divine Warrant, as were obviouſly above human 
Strength; nay, remarkable Signs of the greateſt 
Goodneſs, the moſt excellent Wiſdom,and extenſive 
Power :-— On all theſe Accounts, either we muſt 


credit their Teſtimony, as commiſſioned from on 


high, or deny the Poſſibility of God's revealing him- 
{elt at all to Mankind in a ſupernatural May. 
If all Circumſtances conſidered, an Impoſtor might 
come recommended with ſuch Credentials, if God 
ſhould raiſe him up as he did Chriſt ; or, which is 
the ſame Thing, as to our Argument, permit him 
to riſe from the Dead, after he had taught ſuch 
pure Doctrines, and placed the Prof of their 
Divine Original on this Event. — Then farewel 
atural Revelation; no Criterion is left, by 
which we can diſtinguiſh between the Voice of him 
who ſpeaketh from Heaven, and him that ſpeaketh on 

Earth. | 
There ſeems no Character wanting to prove the 
Goſpel-method of Salvation truly divine; the internal 
Evidences, the Signs of Wiſdom and Goodneſs con- 
rained in it, ſpeak for themſelves; and the In- 
ſtances - of Power and Knowledge given by the 
Preachers of this Doctrine, are Matters of Fact 
atte- 
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atteſted by all theſe Mediums of which the Nature 
of the Thing is capable. Time indeed obliges 
us to take this for granted, and to ſuppoſe that 
Chriſt died and roſe again, that ſuch Miracles, as 
before-mentioned, were wrought, and that many 
remarkable Events, depending, in a great Mea- 
ſure, on the Will of free Agents, were foretold 
by Jeſus and his Apoſtles. —But I ſhall here put 
you in Mind of what ſeveral Writers have ob- 
ſerved, that the very Denial of this Fact, lays the 
Adverſaries of Revelation under a Neceſſity of al- 

lowing what would equally prove the Truth of 
_ Chriſtianity, namely, 

That a few poor ignorant Fiſhermen, of mean 
Extract, and no Learning, who pretended to be 
the Followers of the crucified Jeſus, did, by pub- 
liſhing to the World a Religion, contrary to all the 
Luſts and Haſſions of Men, and their moſt invete- 
rate Prejudices, — a Religion, which teaches to pre- 
fer Hunger and Nakeadneſs, Suffering and Death, 
before all theſe Pleaſures and Honours which Man- 
kind value and eſteem, and which aſſures its Vo- 
taries, that they myſt ſuffer Perſecution: It obli- 
ges them to ſuppoſe, that ſuch an inconſiderable 
Body of illiterate timerous Men, ſtript of all world- 
ly Pomp and Grandeur, thus deſtitute of rhe Force 
of Arms, or Power of Eloquence, —and without 
working any Miracle at all, to prove that they 
were countenanced by ſome ſuperior Agents, did, 
by teaching ſuch ſelf-denying Truths, overturn all 
other eſtabliſhed Religions, deſtroy the Kingdom 
of Satan, pull down the Temple of Idols, — fill 
the Earth with the true Knowledge of God, — 
reform the Lives and Hearts of Men, and a 
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all under Subjection to a deſpiſed Feſus 3 — par- 
ticularly the Roman Empire, that once famous Seat 
of Learning, ſo renowned for the moſt acute Phi- 
loſophers, and brighteſt Wits — 

That the Do#firme of the Croſs ſhould thus force 
its Way throughout the World, amidſt the Rage 
of Men and Devils, and notwithſtanding the uni- 
verſal Prejudice of all Sorts, the Diſputings of the 
Philoſopher, the Power of the Mighty, and the 
Wiſdom of the Great, — and that it has now ſtood 
the Teft for near 2000 Years, without being con- 
victed of the /zaft Fraud or Impoſture; after the ftri- 
eſt Scrutiny of its moſt 5kful indefatigable Ene- 
mies, and tho frequently treated with Contempt and 
Ridicule, and, at other Times, brought to the 
Touchſtone of Fire and Faggot ;— this indeed is an 
aftoniſhing Proof of Divine Power — 

When we conſider the Nature of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and particularly, that the preaching of 
a crucified Jeſus, was to the Fews a Stumbling-block, 
and to the Greeks Foolſpneſs ; when we reflect upon 
the innumerable Difficulties it had to overcome; 
its Progreſs and ſpeedy Propagation, tho? ſurroun- 
ded with Calumny and Reproach, Bonds and Death, 
ſeems truly ſurpriſing, even allowing that it was 
atteſted by Miracles; but take away the Suppofi- 
tion of Miracles; and then, The Method 
© which the Kingdem of Jeius was founded, 1s 
% ſeemingly as diſproportionate to the End, as 
« Fire is to cool, Ice to warm; and Light to dar- 
* ken; who then, but God alone, could give 
« Succeſs to. ſuch an Enterprize.” — We ſee 
therefore, that the Adverſaries of Chriſtianity 


. would but mend their Cauſe very little, ſhould _ 


deny 
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deny, that Signs and Wonders were performed by 
theſe who revealed it to Mankind; the wiſeſt of 
them ſeem convinced of this, and ſo have never 
ſo much as once attempted to diſprove the Fact, 
but after all their Boaſts and Threats, have produ- 
ced only ſome Metaphyſical Subtilties, plainly 
founded on the Diſpraportion of our Faculties to 
the Nature of the Subject; which ought no more 
to ſhake our Faith, or make us reject plain Evi- 
dence, than Arguments againſt the Exiſtence of 
Matter, or Sperit, ſhould convince thoſe who can't 
unfold their. Sophiſtry, that they have neither Soul 
nor Body, i. e. don't exiſt at all. 

We are told, That whatever Countenance was 
given from Heaven to the Truth of the Goſpel, 
at its firſt Promulgation, it can be of little or no 
Conſequence to us; becauſe, fay they, the Chri- 
ſtianity zow believed, is not the ſame with that 
taught by Jeſus and his Apoſtles, for ancient Wri- 

tings are liable to Corruption, and may be very 
much perverted, thro* the Ignorance or Inadvertancy 
of Tranſcribers, or by the Artiſice of deſigning 
Men. As this Objection depends wholly on May- 
be's, and Poſſuilities, without any Proof, it might 
juſtly be diſregarded as quite inſignificant z and *cis ' 
ſurpriſing, that Gentlemen, who demand Demon- ; 
firation tor every Thing Chriſtians ſay, ſhould ima- j 
gine, that their bare Word will be admitted as ' 
Argument, and that too, in Oppoſition to the li 
ſtrongeſt Evidence could be expected; — For the = 
great Antiquity of the Alexandrian, and other Ver- 
ſions, which may have been taken from ſome of 
the Originals; — the early Tranſlation of the Go- 
Jpels into different Languages ;—their exact Har- 
EN | D 2 mom, 
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mom, even at this Day, as to every Thing mate- 
rial; the numerous Copies of them that were ſoon 
difperſed throughout the World; — the Citations 
taken from them by the moſt antient Writers 
the Difference amongſt Chriſtians, which made 
them ſtrictly watch one another, and who would 
have loudly complained, of any remarkable Alte- 
ration in Favour of their Oppoſite ; — the Silence 
of their Adverſaries, who don't charge them with 
curtailing, or altering, or adding; — their fre- 
quent and careful Peruſal of the Scriptures in their 
publick Aſſemblies z — the Concern which good 
Men may be ſuppoſed to have, for handing down 
their Religion pure and intire; — and, above all, 
the Proyidence of God : — Theſe Pu 4 have 
been oftimes well illuſtrate, as ſo many ſtanding 
Confutations of alledged Forgery and Corruption, 
and give good Ground to believe, that the Goſpel 
conveyed to us, is preciſely the ſame with the Faith 
originally delivered to the Saints, eſpecially as to its 
eſſential Doctrines. The ſo much talked of 30co0 
various Readings in the Copies of the New Tefta- 
ment, as they ſtand at preſent, are no more than 
what muſt neceſſarily have been the Caſe, without 
an immediate and miraculous Interpoſition of Hea- 
ven, conducting the Hand of every Tranſcriber, 
which does not ſeem at all needful, or could rea- 
ſonably be expected. An ingenious Author ob- 
ſerves, That Terence is now in one of the beſt 
Conditions of any of the Claſſick Writers; and 
* affirms, I have ſeen 20000 various Lections in 
% that little Author, not near ſo big as the whole 
New Teſtament ; and am morally fure, that if 
Half the Number of Manuſcripts were ys 
6c or 
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& for Terence, with the Niceneſs and Minuteneſs 
* which has been uſed in twice as many for the 
Ne Teſtament, the Number of the Variations 
** would amount to above 30000 *. +, 

It deſerves your particular Notice, that the far 
greater Part of the different Readings ſaid to be 
found in the Copies of the New Teſtament, re- 
ſpect mere Punctilios, ſuch as the ſpelling, or Order 
of the Words, Sc. which don't at all affect the 
Senſe ;——2others of them are ſo far from corrupi- 
ing or perplexing, that they tend much to clear 
and illuſtrate the ſacred Text, and very ferw 
of the Copies are defective in Things of Mo- 
ment, what is omitted in one Place being taught 
in another. — ſhall only add, that whereas tis 
urged, that Corruptions have been detected; this, 
inſtead of weakening, ſtrengthens the Probability 
of the Genuineſs of the Scriptures, as it diſcovers a 
folicitous Care in Chriſtians to expoſe every Fraud, 
and not to allow any the ſmallef Impoſition to paſs 
mobſerved and uncenſured. | 

On the whole, we may conclude, that the Go-- 
ſpd is to us, as well as to theſe who lived in 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, a ſure and certain 
Way to Happineſs ;z—and that, even at this Di- 
ſtance of Time, while we ſurvey theſe ſacred 
Truths concerning the Redemption of fallen Man, 
heavenly Glories preſent to our View; while we 
read, a ſure and an abundant Entrance opens to 
the everlaſting Kingdom of our God: and Saviour, 
and the true Chriſtian has all rational Aſſurance of 


a happy Eternity 
na cy. 8 


Remarks on a Diſcourſe of Free-thioking, by Philelets 
aherus Lipſienſis. | 
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Several other Difficulties have been objected to 
the Chriſtian Scheme, which a late incomparable 


Writer“ hath ſhewn to be no Argument againſt 


the Credibility thereof, and that theſe Objections 


ſtrike equally againſt natural Religion, nay, againſt 
the ſettled Order of Nature; ſo that he who de- 
nies the one, becauſe of theſe Objections, muſt 


likewiſe deny the other, and betake himſelf to 


downright Atheiſm. | 


The Abetters of Infidelity ſeem to triumph 
molt in the limited Promulgation of the Goſpel ; and 


becauſe this has a Foundation in the Text, which 


repreſents the Epheſians as once in a hopleſs State, 
being without Chriſt, we ſhall conſider it a little, — 
and ſhew, as was propoſed, | | 
Zaly, That tho? the Goſpel Revelation can't be 
ſaid hitherto to be vniverſal, it may, neverthe- 
leſs, be neceſſary and true; or, in other Words, 
that the want of Univer/ality is not a ſufficient 
Reaſon why it ſhould be rejected as falſe and ſpu- 
rious. 2 | 

The Strength of the Objection lyes in the fol- 
lowing . If Nature's Light be defictent, 
and the Goſpel neceſſary, why was not this Reve- 

lation given ſooner * Why delay*d till the Days 
of Tiberius? Why not communicated to all? Why 
e only to a few, the far greater Bulk of 
Mankind lying in deplorable Ignorance ? 

To theſe and the like Queſtions, which are of- 
ten propoſed with an Air of Victory and Ridicule, 
tis uſually repliet. | 5 
That, immediately upon the Fall, a Revelation 
was given to Mankind, ſuited to their Conditi- 

| . On: 


* 
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on: That God continued to declare his Mind 
and Will, from Time to Time, according to their 
Circumſtances :—That tho', before the Coming 
of Chriſt, Revelation was principally intended 
for the Service of the Jews, yet it was not fo re- 
ſtricted to them, as to be wholly unknown or uſe- 
leſs to other Nations: That Chriſt did actual - 
ly appear in the moſt proper Seaſon, when the de- 
generate State of the World called for ſuch an 
Interpoſition of Heaven; and the Succeſs of the 
Roman Arms made the Promulgation of Chriſtiani- 
ty more eaſy : — That the Chriſtian Scheme ab- 
rogates the Peculiarities of the ZFewiſh Conſtitution, 
and is evidently calculate to be the Religion of 
Mankind, as it contains nothing peculiar to one 
Nation more than another : — That its Divine 
Author commanded his Apoſtles to make Diſciples 
out of all Nations, by publiſhing the Goſpel to every 
Creature; that, in Fatt, by their preaching, it had 
incredible Succeſs, and became very early the e- 
ſtabliſned Religion of the whole Roman Empire: 
That, albeit it was not preached in China, Tartary, 
America, and ſome other Places at the ſame Time, 
whoſe State of Barbarity,perhaps, render*d them not 
ſo fit for receiving the Refinements of Chriſtiani- 

ty; — that yet the Sun of Righteouſneſs has gone 
on gradually enlightening thoſe dark Places of the 
Earth; and that the Fulneſs of Time is faſt ap- 
proaching, when the Knowledge of the Lord ſhall fill 

the Earth as the Waters cover the Seas, makin 
both Jews and Gentiles one in Chriſt Jeſus, — 

And | 

When it is ſtill urged as a neceſſary Character of 
Divine Revelation that it be communicated, _ 
only 
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only one Time or other to all Nations, but to all Na- 
tions at one and the ſame Time, and to every Perſon 
alike. --- It is replied, That the Objection is of equal 
Weight againſt natural Religion; becauſe all Men 
have not the ſame Capacities, nor the ſame Oppor- 
tunities of knowing the Laws of Morality ; nay, 
that *cis ſubyerſive of God's natural Government 
in the World, wherein we ſee, not only a Variety of 
Creatures of different Orders and Ranks, but the 


greateſt Difference amongſt Beings of the ſame Spe- 


cies, as to their Conſtitution, their Health, and other 
Advantages of obtaining temporal Felicity : And 
if notwithſtanding ſich promiſcuous Diſtribution, 
it is ſtill true, that God exerciſes a natural and 
moral Government over the World, and is the Au- 
thor of that Conſtitution, whence this Variety pro- 
ceeds.---Why may he not make the ſame Difference 
amongſt Men, by a particular Revelation? ---*Tis 
alſo obſerved, ** That were Revelation univerſal, 
« yet, from Mens different Capacities of Under- 
„ ſtanding, from the different Length of their 
„Lives, their different Education, and other ex- 
0 ternal Circumſtances, and from their Difference 
« of Temper, and bodily Conſtitution, their religious 
„ Situations would be widely different *,” as appears 
in Fa from the Face and Circumſtances of the Chri- 
ſtian World; and *tis added, — That every mer- 
ciful Allowance ſhall be made for the Diſadvan- 
tages Men labour under; and that they who act 
up to the Light which God has favoured them 
with, ſhall be accepted of him; not indeed on 
Account of ſuch Works, but for the Sake of the 


Saviour ;— whoſe Merits, tis alledged, may ex- 


*" Butler's Analogy, Quarto Edit. P. 227. 4 
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tend even to thoſe who have not heard of him, as it 
does to Children, who are not arrived at the Years 
of Faith and Underſtanding. — 

My Brethren, in ſeveral of theſe Obſervations 
there is much Juſtneſs of Thought, and great 
Strength of Reaſon 3; only we would notice, that 
the laſt Remark is not univerſally adopted by 
Chriſtian Writers, nor does it appear agreeable 
to ſeveral Paſſages of holy Writ ; and certainly 
it is not needful to ſay, (in Support of the pre- 
ſent Argument) that ſome, who have never heard 
of Chriſt, may, notwithſtanding, be accepted for 
his Sake. What hinders the Chriſtian Scheme from 
being true, tho“ not univerſally promulgate at all 
Times, and to all Perſons, even on the Suppoliti- 
on of its being abſolutely neceſſary, and the actual 
Rnowledge of Chriſt the only Way to eternal Life? 
It cannot be objefted, — © Then none of the 
<6 Heathens ſhall be ſaved 3? — for if God in- 
tends any of them as the Monuments of his Grace, 
and the Inſtruments of his Praiſe thro* Eternity, 
he can give them an internal Revelation, and com- 
municate, in an immediate Way, the Knowledge of 
Jeſus, while they are in the very Paſſage to the other 
World, can determine them to build their Ho 
on this Saviour, and ſanctify them throughly by 
his Spirit; thus, at once, beſtowing a Title to ever- 
laſting Life, and diſpoſing them for the bleſsful En- 
Joyment. 

But further, Let us ſuppoſe an external Revela- 
tion abſolutely neceflary to Salvation; may not the 
want of this be much owing to the Neglect of thoſe 
who are deprived of it. Experience taught them, 
or they were in a State of Sin and C orruption, 
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and this, if duly adverted to, ſhould have ſtirred 
them up to ſeek every poſſible Mean of Relief, 
particularly, by enquiring at other Nations with 
whom they had Intercourſe ; and we may venture 
to affirm, that had they been equally ſolicitous 4 
know the Things of Eternity, as to extend 
Trade and Commerce, the far greater Part of the 
Heathen World would have long ere now come 
in this Way to the external Knowledge of Jeſus, — 
Nay,. who can ſay, but that God, in the Courſe 
of his Providence, would have favoured all of them 
with this Diſcovery, ſo that their pre/ent hopeleſs 
State may be conſidered as the juſt Puniſhment of 
their own Folly and Neglect. 

»Tis true, this will not fo well account for the 
want of the Goſpel, with reſpect to every Indivi- 
dual; and therefore, allowing if you will, that there 
are certain Perſons, who have it not in their Power 
to attain the Knowledge of Chriſt, which yet is 
neceſſary to the heavenly Felicity: But what then? 
Seeing, as before proved, God is under no Obii- 
gation to beſtow eternal Life upon the moſt perfect 
innocent Creature whatever ; and co Wh hee if 
it could be ſuppoſed, according to the Opinion of 
ſome, That their Being was to ceaſe with their 
Exiſtence in this World, it could never be pre- 
tended, that they were cruel and unjuſtly treated : 
And we believe, the greater Part of the Patrons of 
Infidelity would be well ſatisfied that there was 
no future State, —— 

But muſt not the Heathen {ve hereafter ? And 
what if they live in Miſery ? Still. there is no Inju- 
ſtice with God: Are they not Sinners? Have not 
he beſt amongſt them tallen far ſhort, of 
135 | racy 
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they might have done for God and Eternity? — 
And tho* anavoidably ignorant of many Duties, 
may not God juſtly puniſh tliem for wilful Ig- 
norance, for not attending to the Light given 
them, or for not acting agreeably to what they 
did know, and that in a greater or leſſer Degree, 
according to the Nature of their voluntary Wicked- 
neſs, or culpable Neglefts *— And may not this Me- 
thod of dealing with them, appear fit and reaſo- 
nable to infinite ] iſdom, as anſwering many valu- 
able Purpoſes in the Divine Government, parti- 
cularly, the exciting other Syſtems of Br IN os to the 
Practice of their Duty; and thus tend to promote 
the general Good of the rational World. 3 
But what if their Sufferings, in an After- State, 
ſhall not flow wholly from their own Neglect, or 
wilful Tranſgreſſions? This, I am ſure, is going 
the utmoſt Length, and places the Objection in 
the ſtrongeſt poſſible Light; and yet even this 
State of the Caſe admits of a Solution, 

We all know; that Mankind are, in this Life; 
under an unavoidable Neceſſity of underlying Pain 
and Diſtreſs, both in a zatural and moral Senſe, and, 
in many Caſes, abſolutely deſtitute of the proper 
Means of Relief. — And we ſee a great deal of 
this Miſery brought upon them, not as the Conſe- 
quence of their own Folly or Vice, but flowing fron! 


their very Situation in @ World, and theſe diſeaſed 
Bodies and diſordered Minds with which they are 
born; —and that no After-thought; no prudent 
Care or Endeavour, can extricate them out of theſe 
Difficulties z and what is there more abſurd, in 
ſuppoſing ſome of them under the ſame Neceſſity of 


Juffering Hereafter. 
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The Circumſtances of Time and Place cannot ſo 
alter the Nature of Things, as that what is uf 
and merciful in this World, may nevertheleſs be 
unjuſt and unmerciful in the next. For Inſtance, 
It Methnſelah, under the Divine Government in 
this State, was ſubjected, for 969 Years, to the 
painful Conſequences of the corrupted diſordered Con- 

 fFitution which he had from the Womb , — Why 
may not one who has lived here in the like Di- 
ſtrels, only for 69 Years, ſuffer under the Divine 
Government in an After-State for goo more ? And 
if he may ſuffer for 900, why not for 1000, and fo 
on. — However difficult it may ſeem to reconcile 
with our Notions of Juſtice and Eguity, the allow- 
ing one to ſuffer a great deal, without any Default 
of his own, it is equally difficult to account for his Suf- 
fering at all; and perhaps, the ſame Reaſon that 
can be aſſigned for the one, may be aſſigned for 
the otber. If it be incompatible with Juſtice and 
Mercy to permit ſuch a Being to ſuffer 100 Degrees 
of Pain, muſt it not be incompatible with the ſame 
Juſtice and Mercy, to permit him to ſuffer ſo much 
as one? The Number or Kind, the Greatneſs or Du- 
ration of the Sufferings, don't vary the Nature of 
Juſt and Right; and it he may, in a Conſiſtency 
with theſe Perfections, be liable to /o many Degrees 
of Miſery, How ſhall we determine the preciſe 
Number, or fix the Limits, to go beyond which, it 
would be unjuſt and unmerciful ? | 
I expect we ſhall be told, That as this State of 
Things is but a Part of our Duration, thoſe tem- 
porary Pains may be balanced by future Pleaſures, 
and that if we be upon zbe whole happy, if the Sum 
Total of palfille Pleaſure, exceed the Sum Total of 


Pain, 
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Pain, this is conſiſtent enough with Goodneſs ; and 
there may be wiſe Reaſons, for allowing Beings to 
pals thro* certain Degrees of Miſery to Happineſs, — 
whereas, upon our Suppoſition, one may be born 
without a proper Balance of Pleaſure, or the Chance 
of compleat Happineſs in any given Place, or Point of 
Duration. | 

The Anſwer is obvious, Suppoſe Men mow in 
this Situation, yet they may have had the faireſt 
Opportunity of being happy, that they could in 74 
ſtice or Wiſdom have demanded. | 

Their preſent Condition evidently reſpects ſome 
Thing paſt, as well as ſomewhat future. 

Put the Caſe, That Mankind are the Children 
of one Common Father, whom God appointed their 
Read and Repreſentative, placing their future Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery upon his good or bad Condutt; and, 
for this End, inſtituted, that they ſhould deſcend 
from him in the ordinary Courſe of Generation, — 
whence they would neceſſarily become Partakers, ei- 
ther of his righteous or ſinful Nature. 

Suppoſe this Man perfect and innocent, placed in 
the moſt advantageous Circumſtances for maintain- 
ing his Integrity, all proper Inſtructions given him 
of the Terms upon which he and his Deſcendents 
were to ſtand and fall, and his Abilities every Way 
equal to his Duty. 

Suppoſe further, That if this our Federal Head had 
ſtood his Ground, then we, his Poſterity, had 
been ſecured of Happineſs and Immortality, beyond 
the Poſſibility of a Diſappointment ;, but having 
tranſgreſſed, we were conſidered as {inning in him, 
and fo now liable to the fatal Conſequences of Sin, 
dur whole Natures being corrupted, as e 
: Tram 
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from this impure Fountain ——On this Suppoſition, 
you ſee how the Sum total of our poſſible Pleaſure, 
— ual to the Sum total of our poſſible Pain; and 
en may have had the faireſt Opportunity, 
= . of being happy ſome Time or other, but 
ho m the firſt Moment of their Exiſtence, thro? end- 
leſs Ages; and nevertheleſs they may now come 
into No World amidſt Diſtreſs, and the Proſpect 
of future Miſery. Whatever Countenance this may 
receive froin the Scripture-Hiſtory, is not our pre- 
ſent Buſineſs to enquire z we demand only, That 
it may be allowed as a poſſible Suppeſition ; and this 
cannot well be refuſed, ſeeing it is 0 analogous 
to God's ordinary Method of dealing with his Crea- 
tures in the Courſe of Providence, and to the very 
Law of their Creation, which frequently ſub- 
jects Children to the unhappy Influence of their 
Parents Folly or Vices; and, ] need not ſay, That 
it is every Way agreeable to many Laws acknow- 
ledged to be juſt in human Government, that deprive 
C Alken of certain Advantages for the mere Crimes 
of their Parents, and make whole Societies ſuffer 
or flouriſp for the good or bad Management of their 
Repreſentatives. 3 
Whatever Difficulties attend this Suppoſition, 
ſure they are not leſſened by the oppoſite Scheme, 
this Method being apparently as much, if not 
more, for the real Intereſt of Mankind, than 
any other could have been; and their Proſpect 
of 4 neſs founded upon the Condition of 
the firſt May's perfect Obedience, who was finleſs and 


holy, more fure and certain, than if our Lot were 


to-be determined by our acting up to the Extent 
of our preſent Powers, when fo corrupted, and ſur- 
| rounded 
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rounded with powerful Temptations, And may we 
not here ask, If it is not more agreeable to our 
Notions of Juſtice, to conſider Mankind as ſuffe. 
ring, becauſe guilty in the Eye of the Law, having 
finned in their common Root and Father, than ta 
conſider them as innocent in every View, and yet 


| liable ro the Conſequences of Sin ?--- 


- *Tis true, the Objection ſuppoſes, that they may 
be paſſing bro“ Miſery to Happineſs ; but how diſ- 
agreeable is this to the Infide!*s uſual Notion of ab. 


ſolute Goodneſs ? If God be all-wiſe, all powerful, 
all Mercy, does it not ſeem more conſiſtent with 


theſe his Perfections to ſuppoſe, that he would 
have prevented Innocence from ſuffering at all? 
They would not fail to ask us on any other Oc- 
caſion, what would we think of a Legiſſator, who, 


without Neceſſity, treated his innocent Subjects in this 


Manner, but that he was either «nw;ſe, or weak, 
or wicked? And are not Weakneſs, Wickedneſs,' or 
Folly, removed at an infinite Diſtance from the ſu- 
preme Being? | 

The Sum of what we have offered is, in ſhort, 
That we ſee Mankind in this World under an 
unavoidable Neceſſity of ſuffering both in Body and 
Mind, in a leſs or greater Degree, and that fre- 
quently, not as the Conſequence of any Ouvert- act 
of their own ; and if they may thus ſuffer in this 
World, without any Default of their own, why not 
alſo in the next ? And if for an hundred Years, why 


not for a thouſand? and ſo on. When ?*tis ob- 


jected, That this is to ſuppoſe them miſerable 
without any Chance of complete Happineſs ?— 
{Tis anſwered, That they may, nevertheleſs, have 
had the faireſt Opportunity of endleſs Bleſs, which 
A FP —_ 
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was illuſtrate by a very poſſible Suppoſition; and 
when *tis added, that there may be wiſe Reaſons 
from what is 10 come, for ſubjecting Innocence to 
ſuch Sufferings, though we don't diſtinctly know 
them; *tis replied, that there may be wiſe Reaſons 
allo from what is paſt, for permitting them to un- 
derly, even in an After-fate, the painful Conſe- 
quence of that ſinful polluted Nature which they 
bring with them into the World : From all which 
it follows, that ſupernatural Revelation and Aſſiſtance 
may be abſolutely neceſſary to recover Mankind from 
their fallen miſerable Eſtate, and yet in Juſtice de- 
nied ; and what God is not obliged to give 10 a- 
ay, he may certainly, for Reaſons known to him- 
ſelf, beſtow upon ſome, without giving it zo all, as 
he does daily, in the Courſe of Providence, con- 
fer his Favours upon his or that ather Perſon, or 
Nation, according to his good Pleaſure, And thus 
you ſee, that the Chriſtian Scheme may be true, tho? 
not univerſally promulgate at all Times, and to all 
Perſons, even on the Suppoſition of its being abſo- 
tutely neceſſary, and the Knowledge thereof the on- 
ly Way to Eternal Life. — And this may ſerve 
alſo to ſatisfy the moſt rigid Contender for the Do- 
ctrines of particular Election, that he need not de- 
part one Fota from his received Principles, the bet- 
ter to ſupport the Divinity of his holy Religion, — 

And whereas ſome may alledge, That it can 
never be thought, God will permit ſuch Numbers 
of Mankind to ſuffer both here and hereafter, *tis 
proper to notice, that this proceeds from aur ſlight 
Notions of Sin,, as if a /izall and light Thing. —— 
Did we view its hainous Nature in a juſt Light, as 
committed againſt Goodneſs itſelf, — it would Me 
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ther fill us with Wonder, that any one Sinner ſhould 
be ſaved, than that Thouſands of them ſhould be 
left to periſh; and ſure we are, this is not near /@ 
ſurpriſing, nor ſuch a myſterious Fart of the Divine 
Conduct, as that of God's having permitted Sir 
and Miſery to be in the World at all; — and 
however mam of Mankind may ſuffer the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of their Crimes, they may bear but a 
ſmall Proportion to the rational Creation in general, 
and Goop may upon the whole greatly prevail. 

It might be added, That the other Methods of 
Salvation of Mens deviſing, would by no Means 
increaſe the Number of the happy ; Let the Rule 
be, That theſe ſhall be ſaved, who act up to the 
Light they are favoured with, and wherein they 
fall ſhort, by the Force or Power of Temptation, 
truly repent and truly reform. —— On this ſuppoſed 
benevolent Scheme, I don't ſee how any one could be 
ſaved ; for where ſhall we find one ſuch Perſon, in 
any Age or Nation, who has acted, in all Reſpecss, 
in this Manner, even after every merciful Allowance 
is made for the Diſadvantages he laboured un- 
der: =— The univerſal Corruption of Mankind, 
and their repeated wilful Ouvert-atts,—1s a Pheno- 
menon in the moral World, which loudly ſpeaks out, 
that either Men muſt be ſcreened from Wrath, un- 
der the Vail of a Redeemer's Righteouſneſs drawn o- 
ver them, by the Hand of Faith, or periſh in their 
Sins. 


Thus we have endeavoured to prove, that Men 


deſtitute of ſupernatural Revelation, have no rea- 
ſonable, no certain Ground to expect a future State 
of endleſs Felicity. That the Goſpel of Chriſt 
ſupplies the Defect of Nature's Light, by giving 


all 
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all rational Aſſurance of a happy Eternity, And3 
Laſtly, That tho* the Chriſtian Scheme has not 
hitherto been wniver/ally known, it may neyertheleſs 
be neceſſary and true. | 

It remains, that we apply what has been faid ; and 
becauſe this Diſcourſe has already extended beyond 
the uſual Bounds, tho' not further than the Importance 
and Nature of the Subject required; what we would 
now offer, ſhall be confined to the following Ex- 
hortations.----And, ' 

Firſt, As the Apoſtle adviſes the Epheſians, ſo let 
us remember with the warmeſt Senſe of Gratitude, 
That we, in this Land, were oxce afar off without 
Chriſt, having no Hope beyond a Grave; but now 
are brought nigh by the Blood of Jeſus, and begot- 
ten again, by the everlaſting Goſpel, to the lively 
Hope of an immortal and undefiled Inheritance — 
Let us adore the Depth of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
who delivered our Forefathers firſt from Heatheni/h 
Darkneſs, and afterwards from Popiſh Superſtitions, 
and damnable Deluſions; ſurely the Lines have fallen 
unto us in pleaſant Places, and we have a goodly Heri- 
tage. We are the happy People, who are bleſſed 
with the joyful Sound of Peace on Earth, and Good- 
Till towards Men; thro? the tender Mercy 
of our God, the Day ſpring from on high has vi- 
ſited us, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs has ariſen 
to guide our Feet into the Ways of Peace. Unto 
us is given the Knowledge of Salvation by 
the Remiſſion of Sins: He hath not dealt ſo with 
every Nation; while others are left to ſearch out 
Forgiveneſs amongſt the Works of Creation and 
Providence, where it never can be found; we are 


admitted into the Sanctuary, where redeeming Love 


ſhines 
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ſhines with the brighteſt Luſtre ; where all the 
Riches of pardoning Mercy are diſplayed 5 Not for 
Works of Righteouſneſs that we have done, but thro 
the Grace and Kindneſs of Feſus the Saviour, How 
great, how unſpeakable his diſtinguiſhing Good- 
neſs! May we ever love him, eſteem him, and adore 
him: And ſeeing he has brought Lie and Immor- 
tality to Light, let us tranſport our ſelves, upon the 
Wings of Faith and Hope, to theſe Regions of 
Bliſs; and join the Ranſomed above, that innu- 
merable Company who ſtand before the Throne, 
faying with a loud Voice, Worthy is God, and 
worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive Power, 
Riches, Wiſdom, Strength, Honour, Glory and 
Bleſſing. | 
24h, We ought carefully to improve the high 
Privilege, and manifold Advantages that we enjoy 
under the Goſpel-diſpenfation, — and fhonld be 
folicitous to know the Ttuth in the Power and Love 
thereof, 5 

Paul conſiders the Epheſians as in a hopeleſs State, 
not only when deſtitute of the external Knowledge 
of Chriſt, but alſo when not ſavingly enlighined by 
his Spirit, Ir is not enough that the Light ſhine 
around us; we are blind, and the Veil muſt be 
taken off our Eyes, ere it can ſhine into our Hearts; 
ſo as to give us the rue Knowledge of the Glory of God 
in the Face of Feſus. It is not they ch hear, 
but they who experimentally know the joyful Sound, 
that are bleſſed and happy, It is not a Chriſt 
without us, but a Chriſt in us, that is, the Hope of 

Glory. We are naturally dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
and; until quickned by the Power of the living God, 
can give but a deaf Ear to the charming Sound; 
F ſnould 
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ſhould it charm never ſo ſweetly, and muſt remain 
Strangers to the Comforts of the Divine Life. 
What will it avail to be told of a Saviour, if not 
intereſted in his Salvation? To hear that his Blood 
cleanſeth from all Sin, if not actually waſhed in 
this Fountain? — Many, who have heard of the 
Mercy of the Lamb, ſhall periſh by the Wrath of 
the Lamb :----Nay, this ſhall be tbe Condemna- 
tion, that Light came into the World, but they loved 
Darkneſs, rather than the Light : And in the 
laſt and awful Day, the Deſpiſers of Chriſt ſhall 


periſh inevitably amidſt Flames more intolerable 


than thoſe which conſumed Sodom and Gomorrah.— 
All this ſounds an Alarm, and calls aloud unto 
us, to improve the Day of our merciful Viſitation, 
humbly depending on the Holy Spirit, for work- 
ing that Faith in us, which unites unto Fe/#s the 
Saviour, and for forming our Minds into his Di- 
vine Temper and Life; thus ſhall we have a Right 
to the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and be ren- 


dred meet to partake of that pure and glorious State. 


3dly, Have they no Hope who are without Chriſt ? 
Then let us be deeply affected with the deplorable 
Condition of ignorant Unbelievers amongſt our- 
ſelves, and with the miſerable State of other Nati- 
ons, to whom the Goſpel has not yet been preach- 
ed. Do we daily taſte of the Conſolations that 
are in Chriſt ? Do we partake of the Comforts of 
his Goſpel, and the Fellowſhip of the Spirit? Do 
we live amidft the joyful Hopes of Immortality ? And 
ſhall we not drop aTear in Behalt of 22g 


Perſons, who Either know nor, or care not for theſe 


Things, who are yet ſitting in Darkneſs, and in the 
Shadow of Death ? - 
e 
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We juſtly compaſſionate our Fellow-creatures on 
Account of their various bodily Diftempers z but 
how much more Sympathy is due to afflicted di- 
freſſed Souls? — Think of them, my Brethren, 
as wandering in endleſs Labyrinths and Mazes, in 
Search of Truth, and ſtill ignorant of God and 
Chrif, and many Things abſolutely neceſſary to their 
preſent Comfort and after Happineſs. — View them 
travelling on to the Eternal World, not knowing 
whither they are going. See them oblig'd to en- 
ter the dark Modes of the King of Terrors, amidſt 
the greateſt Agony and Horrors of Mind, Guilt 
ſtaring them in the Face, and no reaſonable Pro- 
pelt of Pardon and Redemption; and let this pite- 
ous Caſe mould your Souls into the moſt genuine 
Concern, and excite a Fellow-feeling of their Di- 
ſtreſs, conſidering, that you yourſelves were once 
in like Darkneſs, Even the Deiſt Divine Socrates 
could go no farther at his Death, than to ſay, I 
am now about to die, but ye ſhall live; but 
* which of us ſhall be in the better [State, God 
only knows. Can a true Chriftian read 
theſe Words without adoring. the Saviour who has 
delivered him from all anxious T houghts about Fu- 
turity, and feeling, at the fame Time, a ſenſible 
Concern for a poor Heathen World“ Doubtleſs mi- 
ſerable periſhing Sinners are the moſt proper Objecis 
of our Cbriſtian Charity, and juſtly claim à large 
Share of our common Humanity, And this leads 
me to 
© Exhort, 4tbly, All now hearing me. to ſhew 
their Compaſſion, by remedying, to the utmoſt 
of their Power, the bopeleſs Condition of ſuch 
Sinners. J | 
5 Lime 
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Time would fail me to. illuſtrate the various 


Ways how even private Chriftians may be uſeful in 
promoting the Converſion of athers, — by warm 


Addreſſes, for Inſtance, to the Throne of Grace in 


their Behalf ; _— by Inftrufion and Advice, and 
particularly by an exemplary Walk and Converſati- 
on, copying aut in their Lives the amiable Pre- 
cepts of our hgly Religion, and the lovely Pattern 
of its Divine Author. Were cach of us thus care- 
ful to give Unbelievers a ſenſible Proof of the 
Uſefulneſs and Excellency of Chriſtianity, ſetting 


before them a /iving Instance to what a Pitch of 


Glory and Felicity it raiſes the Mind formed after 
its Model, it would ſoon diffuſe its happy Influ- 
ence far beyond what we can well imagine : But 
as all Chriſtians are not equally qualified for teach- 
ing others; as their particular Callings render it im- 
practicable for them to beſtow ſo much Time and 
Fains as is neceſſary ; and as there are vaſt Num- 
bers, both in our own and fereign Countries, who 
have not Acceſs to be benefited by our Iuſtruction 
or Example; ſomething more is needful than our 


mere perſonal Labour, If we would wiſh, or ex- 


pet Mankind to come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, Miniſters muſt be ordained, and Teachers 
fet apart, — who ſhall have it for their proper 
Wort and Buſineſs — to viſit the dark Places of the 
Earth, pointing out the Way to Salvation, thro? 
the Remiſſion of Sins; by inſtructing the young, 
and preaching the everlaſting Goſpel unto all ; — 
For how ſhall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? Andhow ſball they bear without a Preach- 
7 ? — And how. ſhall they preach except they be 
ent ? | | 4, 


For. 
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For accompliſhing theſe valuable Purpoſes, you 
all know a Society was many Years ago erected in 
Scotland under the Shade of lawful Authority, and 
is ſtill in Being. A Society conſtitute of ns Aha Va" 
luable and bonourable and Reverend Members; 
whoſe Praiſe are in the Churches, whoſe Nite, 
we doubt not, ſhall be had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance, and whoſe zealous Endeavours, for propa- 
ating Chriſtian Knowledge, and real Virtue, has 
remarkably countenanced from on high ; of 
which you may have one fatisfying Proof, by 
turning your Eyes to the Children of the Orphan 
Hoſpital, a School, tho? not originally of the Socie- 
ty's erecting; yet vow flouriſhing under their Pro- 
tettion and Influence.—— This goodly Number of the 
once helpleſs and deſtitute, reſcued from Hunger and 
Nakeaneſs, and decently cloathed, not from afar, 
but with the Labour of their almoſt ue Bal 3 
while, at the ſame Time, their tender Minds are 
early impreſt with a Senſe of God and Religion ; 
theſe Things give us the hopeful Proſpect, that 
their After-Lives ſhall prove comfortable to them- 
ſelves, and a Bleſſing to others, and may ſerve as ſo 
many powerful Motryes, to encourage the Charity 
for which we now plead. In one Word,—every 
returning Year, brings the Society the agreeable 
News, —of their Miſſionaries Progreſs abroad, and 
the happy Effect of their Inſtructers at Home : Thro? 
the Divine Bleſſing upon their Means, many many 
Thouſands have been taught the Paths of Life, wha, 
otherwiſe might have periſhed thro? Lack of Know: 
ledge : — But however far the Society have been 
enabled to extend the Knowledge of Chriſt, by 
the good Hand of God accompanying the 2 
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table Contributions of ſome among ourſelves, and 
the hberal Donations ſent from England: And tho? 


his Majeſty yearly beſtows 1000 J. for itinerant 
Preachers, and Catechiſts, yet all this bears but a 
Proportion to the Neceſſities of the Caſe — 


ſmall 
What vaſt Numbers are ftill lying in Ignorance and 


Barbarity in our own Hig and ſlands! 
not to ſay, that the far greater Part of Mankind 
are yet without Hope, having never heard of Je- 
ſus. ——— Perhaps, what the Society has done, or 
can do, till their Funds increaſe, if compared with 
what remains to be done, inſtead of being 
a compleat Remedy, amounts to little more than a 
Diſcovery of the Diſeaſe. — New Scenes of Diſtreſs 
continually open, and each Day preſents an innume- 
rable Company of ignorant Creatures, whoſe hopeleſs 


Condition calls for ſpeedy Relief. The Harveſt in- 


deed is great, but the Labourers few. And it ought 
alſo to be conſidered, that the Society are impow- 


ered by their ſecond Fatent, and have actuallh begun. 


to train ſome of the Children, under their Care, 
to Trades and Manufaftures, and deſign to increaſe 
the Number, as Donations are given for that Pur- 
e that they may at once fit them for the 
Bufaneſſes of Life, and the Purpoſes of Eternity. 
On all theſe Accounts, *tis hoped, that every 
one will contribute, according to their Ability, to 
carry on the good Work. —— 
The Deſign, beyond Queſtion, is excellent and 


glorious—— The Management ſo frugal and exact, as 


to have got almoſt beyond the Aſperſion of Malice 
#felf. —— And we need not repeat, that the Suc- 


ceſs hitherto has been remarkable and great, — Thus 


every 
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every Thing conſpires to make the liberal Soul deviſe 
liberal Things. 

. To inforce the Exhortation, I might ſpeak of 
the Obligations we are under to Works of Charity, 
from our very Frame and Make, from our preſent . 
Situation, and the Relation we bear to another State 
of Tings. I might talk of the Divine Pleaſure, the 
Satisfaction flowing from Bounty and Beneficence, 
and the future Glories that await the charitable Chri- 
flian.—--- We might mention the Command of the 
Great God, the Example of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Conduct of his Apoſtles, and the Pra- 
ctice of our Friends and Acquaintance ; to which we 
might add, that the miſtaken Zeal of others, who 
ſpare no Expence or Labour in propagating Do- 
&rines, in themſelves hurtful and pernicious, —=- 
ſhould ſhame us out of our Indifference about pro- 
pagating the uſeful, the - neceſſary Truths of the Go- 
ſpel. But paſſing all theſe, methinks 'tis ſufficient 
to put the Diſciples of Chriſt in Mind, that we are 
pleading for their Aſſiſtance, to enlarge the Bown- 
daries of the Mediator*s Kingdom, that he may have 
an additional Revenue of Glory, and that the Crown 
may for ever flouriſh upon his Head, ---- than which 
nothing can be dearer to his ranſomed Ones, 

We are beſeeching you, in the Bowels of Mercy, 
to contribute for conducting bewildered Souls from 
Darkneſs into the Light of the glorious Goſpel; 
Sov Ls, which however debaſed thro? Sin and Ig- 
norance, yet, if viewed in their heavenly Original, 
or in the Glaſs of what they may one Day become, 
particularly throughout the after Prightnings of 
the eternal State, are of ſuch infinite Value, as be- 

; ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks your Compaſſion, in Language more moving; 
than the moſt perſtaſtue Eloquence. 
Will you grudge parting with & little of your 
SubFance, to help thoſe for whom, per- 
haps, precious Chriſt died? Sure the increaſing the 
Glare of your outward Splendor, or the Number of 
Retinue, or attaining the lite Trifles, the wt- 
moſt Length that Riches can go, is not to be com- 
with the Honour of adding ONE to the 
-Triumphs of the Redeemer : When all earthly Ho- 
nours are laid in the Duſt, this Glory ſhall never 
fade, this Luftre never decay: Every Soul ſaved by 
our Means will become your Crown and your Foy, 
World without End : For they that be Teachers, 
ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and 
they that turn many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for 
ever and ever. | 
- It cannot but excite a Mixture of Grief and 
Surprize to reflect, how often theſe or the lite Ar- 
1 have been uſed, on Occaſions of this 
ature, and that ſtill many, who would 
take it exceedingly amiſs, ſhould you doubt of 
their Chriſtianity, prefer the Pride of Life, and 
the Luſt of the Eye, to this God-like Work of 
converting Sinners from the Error of their Way. 
— They can lend a deaf Ear to the pe- 
riſhing Groans of their Fellow-creatures, as ha- 
ing nothing to ſpare, but never want Abundance 
to ſupport the moſt expenſive Luxury : —— Talk 
to them of a needy Brother, and they anſwer, We 
cannot always be giving: But erect a Stage as often 
as you will, demand what you pleaſe, and you ſhall 
ſeldom fail to have a crowded Houſe, furniſnd 
| | out 
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out. in all the Extravagance of Dreſs. - We ſpeak 
this, my dear Friends, with ſome Concern for thoſe 
who ſo A miſimprove the diſtinguiſbing Goodneſs of 

a bountiful Providence: But we hope better T bings 
of you, Things that will accompany your own. 
Salvation, and promote the Eternal Wellfare of 
others, 

And now let the Honour of Gad and the Redeemer, 
the Love of precious and immortal Souls, and all-the 
feveet Endearments of the Goſpel, at length open the 
Heart and Hands of the Rich, to ING for 
the Encreaſe of the Socie 4 s Funds : By this 
Means the Bleſſmg of Thouſands that are £2 to pe- 
riſh, being without Chriſt, and ſo without Hope, 
ſhall come pon you; and many that are now but 
growing Evils, will prove uſeful and neceſſary Mem- 
bers of Society, and ſhall be gradually led on to a 
bleſsful Hereafter. 

To conclude, May the Suů of Righteouſneſs arije, 
upon all Nations, with Healing under his Wings,--- 

:cattering the Mift of Barbarity and Ignorance, that 
hang over the remote Corners of our own Count 
and the yet more diſtant Places of the babitabl 
World, that have not hitherto been enlightned 
with Divine Revelation; that the happy Time may 
approach, when, according to ancient Prophe 
the Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord, 
as the Waters cover the Sea; and the 5 of the 
World, become the Kingdoms of our Lord and bis 
Chriſt. Then ſhall our Adverſaries have it no 
longer to object, That the Goſpel is of a limited 
Extent ;, when not only we in this Land, but Men 
every where call be bleſſed H him, and all Nations 


ſhall 


50 Revelation the only 
ſhall call bim Bleſſed, ſaying, with chearful Souls and 
| joyful Lips, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who only 
doth wondrous Things : And bleſſed be bis glorious 
Name, for he has wifited and redeemed us; the whole 
Earth is filled with bis Glory. Amen and Amen, 
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